Willow Class Newsletter: Term 1&2
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Hello and welcome to Willow class! We are thrilled to get this new school year underway, and look forward to sharing some exciting plans with you  The adults in Willow class this year are Mrs Allan, Miss Hutchings and Mrs Watts. We are also supported by Mrs Adamson in the mornings. Please read through the information below to find out about our class timetable, routines and expectations. 

Our weekly timetable for Term 1 looks like this: 
	Monday

Mrs Allan
	Register and morning tasks
	Phonics
	Maths
	English
	Geography
	PSHE
	Tidy up/ Home time

	Tuesday

Mrs Allan
	Register and morning tasks
	Phonics
	Maths
	English
	RE
	Book changes and reading
	Tidy up/ Home time

	Wednesday

Mrs Watts and Mrs Allan
	Register and morning tasks
	Phonics
	Maths
	English
	PE
	Music
	Tidy up/ Home time

	Thursday

Miss Hutchings
	Register and morning tasks
	Phonics
	Maths
	English
	Science
	Computing
	Tidy up/ Home time

	Friday

Miss Hutchings
	Register and morning tasks
	Phonics
	Maths
	English
	PE
	Art/DT
	Tidy up/ Home time



We also spend time throughout the week for guided reading groups and handwriting practice.
We encourage the children to develop responsibility and independence by doing things such as putting their book bags and water bottles out when they arrive in the morning. The children are also given some monitor roles within the classroom which include jobs like handing out and collecting work books, taking the register to the office and putting resources away at the end of a lesson.

Reading
[image: ]Your child has already been given a reading record and home reading book matched to their current phonics level, along with a book of their choice from our class library. It is important that you listen to your child read at least 4 times each week and record this in their reading record. Re-reading the same book helps to develop fluency and comprehension as well as really engaging with the text. Book changes will take place every week, as long as it is evident that the children have read their reading book at least 3 times over the course of the week. Please ensure that your child still brings their book bag into school every day. 

Homework
Our only expectation for homework at this stage of the school year is to read at least 4 times a week and record this in their reading record. Children may also be given phonics flashcards to practice focus sounds. In the Spring term, Year 2 children will be given a log-in for Times Tables Rockstars (TTRS) but we will explain this in more detail in the Spring newsletter. 
If you would like to further support your child at home, we have created a list of suggested websites that may be helpful (and are free!) 
Topmarks Maths games 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary-games 

Outdoor Learning Area
We aim to spend time in our outdoor area every day to enhance learning and to have a short break in the afternoon. We have been hard at work sorting out the resources and plan to continue developing this area throughout the year. From time to time, we may reach out to request donations of certain items and would be hugely grateful for any contributions to make this a valuable extension of our classroom  

Wellie Walks
[image: ]Being surrounded by beautiful countryside is a real privilege, so we are planning some wellie walks to explore our local environment throughout the year. As always, we really appreciate any additional helpers for these things and its also a lovely experience to have everyone together to enjoy the great outdoors! 

Items from home
Please ensure that all clothing, drinks bottles and lunch boxes are clearly labelled and are taken home each day. Children are not required to bring their own stationery to school, as all equipment is provided for them. 
We also ask that nothing gets brought in from home unless it is to recognise a special achievement such as a swimming certificate or sports trophy. 

House Points and Sticker Charts 
In Willow Class we like to celebrate all the positive behaviours that the children demonstrate. Each child has their own tens frame sticker chart. Once the first five boxes have been filled, a stamp is added to their seed pot. After all ten boxes have been filled, a second stamp is added to their seed pot and the children can take their completed sticker charts home. 
Starting this year, the children can also earn points for their houses. We will be using marbles to collect house points, which will then be counted across all the classes on a weekly basis and announced in our celebration service. Children may earn house points for displaying our school values of Compassion, Responsibility, Friendship, Respect. Honesty, Courage and Perseverance. 

We look forward to sharing more exciting plans with you over the course of the year  

The Willow Class team 
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